The investigation of the modifications produced on diseased action by the 
The investigation of the modifications produced on diseased action by the influence of external circumstances opens an interesting field to the researches of the medical philosopher ; for it presents an example of an experiment made by nature on a vast scale, in which some of the most important elements modifying disease are so completely changed, that we have an opportunity of observing the phenomena they present, under circumstances which would never have been produced by artificial means. This consideration invests the subject of the investigation of disease in this country with a degree of interest, which renders it worthy the attention of those who take a pleasure in elucidating its complicated phenomena; and whilst fully realising the importance of such an investigation, I 
